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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- great room below and loft above is very much in the vernacular tradit-

in the east end wall was added for light sometime between 1843 and 1862,

bprinc1p1e opening to-the-east, A low wooden shéd ‘built” dgainst “thé west

‘oven, Sometime in the early nineteenth century the fireplace, bake oven

The Caleb Pusey House was built in two distinct sections probably

a few years apart, The earlier eastern portion with its native stone
construction, low, broad proportlons and simple plan consisting ‘of one

ion of the sixteenth and early seventeenth century simple yeoman houses
in Pusey s native Berkshire, England, s

Bricks, interspersed randomly throughout the construction, were
probably replacements for stones which came loose and fell out, There
was a basement under the eastern half of this east section. »

Architectual ‘evidence suggests that the western sectidn with'i'ts
stone well may have originally been an enclosed area without roof to
house animals or a garden with wellhouse, The walls were soon built. up
and roofed over, however, and it is believed that this was completed,hy
1696 when Chester Monthly Meeting held sessions here.

1t .

Facing south, the home measures 46 by 18 feet, with walls 1 1/2
feet thick, The’ pltch roof of the west section is original, The gam-
brel roof over the east section was probably erected after a fire at an
unknown date comnletely destroyed the framing of the east and some of
the west portivus., It is probable that the dormer window was installea
at the same time, The earliest known sketch of the house shows window

The w1ndow above was at an unknown date made into a door,
BILRAE

A large walk-1n fireplace stretches along the center wall with its!
center wall protected the large cooking kettle and progectlng beehive

and kettle stand were dismantled and replaced by two cornerfireplaces
using a common chimney along the rear wall. As these corner fireplaces
blocked the original doorway between the two sections, a new passageway
was cut through the original fireplace, At a later date this first
floor and the second floor passageway, in the shape of a keystone arch,
were blocked up, The interior has.all been restored.to_a 1725 cutoff
date by the Friends of the Caleb Pusey House, Inc,

During the nineteenth century many of the original window openings
were made smaller and fitted with new double-hug wooden sash Investi-
gation revealed that the original windows were double and
ments and these have been custom made and installed,
doorways had also been reduced in size: and these have
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANGE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
s .,

The Caleb Pusey House is the earliest surviving English-built house
in Pennsylvania, and the only dwelling left in America in which it is known
that William Penn visited upon at least one occaflon.

o 17
Born in Berkshire, England in Lgé}, Caleb Pusey was a maker of lasts
ifor shaping shoes, In 1681 when plans were being made for the colonization
of Pennsylvania, a number of Quaker investors put up money to establish
A mill inUpland, "for the grinding of corn and the sawing of boards." Caleb
Pusey, given oneshare, was to manage the mill and be its agent. Richard
Townsend, an experienced builder and miller, also received shares and was to
erect the mill with framed parts sent out from T.ondon and to build the miller
house. Charles Ashcom's 1683 map of Chester County shows that CalebL Pusey’s
house was standing by that tinme,

In 1708 haV1ng become so involved in the affairs of the Province
and Chester County, Pusey sold his shares in the mill, Among other public
cervices he performed, he was a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly and the
Executive .Council, ..:Late .in..1ife Pusey moved‘:to‘Mariboroigh Township where
he died in 1727. o - e -
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-?65), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in.the National Register and cerlify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set f/y/ﬁf“/—/-\ / 00 //// !( %{_l
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended C.'uef Office of Archeology and Historic Presefvatior
level of s;gmhcance of this nomination is:

National State Local . MnR l I 1971
Name /Z/@ o R

ATTEST:

! hereby certii‘y that this property is included in the

National Register.

Title Executive Director

0‘03/ Date September 22, 1970 Date FEB 22 187
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